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Dr. Alexandra Palmer, Senior Curator, recognized 

that Camilleri had unknowingly revived historical 

cuts that also aimed to unify function, comfort and 

aesthetics. Whether seated for riding sidesaddle 

or in a wheelchair, these fashions strive for stylish 

and easy action. Fashion Follows Form: Designs for 

Sitting explores this idea and highlights key design 

concepts for sitting fashionably across centuries. 

In doing so it questions our relationship with 

fashion—is it look, shape, feel or function? 

Exhibited will be 17 pieces from Camilleri’s IZ 

Adaptive line, and from her previous work, 

juxtaposed with artifacts from the ROM’s own 

celebrated collections, including a dolman 

designed to accommodate a large bustle, a 

sidesaddle riding habit and examples of male 

trousers that took hundreds of years to evolve 

into today’s form. 

The ROM is a recognized leader in social inclusion 

and this groundbreaking exhibition highlights our 

commitment to making the collections accessible 

to the public through dynamic exhibition 

programming and to share the magic of the 

Museum with all members of our diverse community. 

For our efforts to assist the promotion of a barrier-

free Ontario, the ROM received the 2012 Excellence 

Canada Accessibility Award, the 2012 Canadian 

Foundation for Physically Disabled Persons 

Corporate Award and the 2008 Access Award for 

Disability from the City of Toronto. Fashion Follows 

Form: Designs for Sitting will appeal to a wide 

swath of visitors, from parents with strollers, to 

disabled individuals, baby boomers and anyone 

who cares for a seated person. 

Sitting with style, dignity and comfort is for all. 

Fashion Follows Form: Designs for Sitting will 

astonish and engage. It will make you think about 

the act of getting dressed and your daily 

relationship with fashion. 

Fashion Follows Form: Designs for Sitting is poised 

to make you think critically about fashion. This 

landmark exhibition will feature revolutionary 

seated fashions by Camilleri together with historical 

seated fashions from the 18th and 19th centuries. 

Camilleri is one of the first international designers 

to create fashionable clothing for this growing 

demographic, and is repositioning disability as an 

important, but neglected, sector of the global 

fashion industry. Her interest in seated designs 

began after she was asked to make a winter coat 

for quadriplegic journalist Barbara Turnbull. This 

unique design challenge inspired her to launch the 

IZ Adaptive collection.

IZ Adaptive breaks new ground as the world’s first 

line of fashionable everyday clothing for a seated 

clientele. Each garment has been developed 

specifically for the position of a disabled person by 

following the line of the body and eliminating 

unnecessary bulk. IZ Adaptive fashions make the 

act of dressing an easy one, for both the wearer 

and the assistant. 

Canadian designers like 

Izzy Camilleri are changing 

the face of modern-day 

fashion by creating beautiful 

and functional clothing for 

people in wheelchairs. 
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Izzy Camilleri has designed for several Hollywood 
celebrities and has worked extensively with 
Canadian and U.S. costume designers and stylists 
on feature films, television movies, television series 
as well as music videos. Film actresses who have 
purchased her clothing include Nicole Kidman, 
Jennifer Lopez, Angelina Jolie, Reese Witherspoon 
and Catherine Zeta-Jones.
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“I hope this exhibition will generate awareness about 

the obstacles people face when physically challenged, 

not only with regard to clothing, but also surrounding 

issues of inclusion, dignity, sense of self and peace of 

mind. I feel my talents have been put to some very 

important work that impacts lives on many levels and to 

have that shared through the ROM is truly an honour.”

—Designer Izzy Camilleri
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Fashion Follows Form: Designs for Sitting will 
be presented in the Patricia Harris Gallery of 
Textiles & Costume at the ROM. Using the 
central cases and platforms within the gallery, 
this contemporary exhibit will—literally and 
figuratively—place seated fashions centre 
stage in the newly launched ROM Centre 
of Discovery for Textiles & Fashions.

ROM Textiles & Fashions explores global textiles 

and fashions that interweave cultures and 

societies and record intimate histories, politics 

and ingenious innovation. It is a hub for new 

ideas, lectures, workshops, exhibitions and 

publications as well as training and educational 

opportunities in textiles and fashions. 

Through groundbreaking exhibits and innovative 

programming, ROM Textiles & Fashions invites 

visitors to delve into the rich heritage of textiles 

and fashions from around the world, drawing on 

the ROM’s incredible collection of 50,000 fragile 

and sensitive objects and our leading-edge 

curatorial expertise.

ROM Textiles & Fashions
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